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Dear Parents/Carers, 

We have now well and truly settled in and are half way through this half-term.  It really does feel that life has returned to normal, and 

the children are still really enjoying being able to mix with each other once more.  Some classes have already been on trips and I am 

delighted that we have been able to include the ‘dates for your diary’ section in the newsletter once more. 

If your child displays any symptoms of covid-19 (a persistent cough, a high temperature or a loss of taste or smell) then you must 

keep your child off school and arrange for your child to do a covid test, even if you think these symptoms may just be a cold.  

This month is Black History Month and our theme is ‘Proud to be.’  The teachers have planned lots of activities around this theme and 

your child will have the opportunity to showcase what they have learnt in a special assembly on the 15th October, which is our 

International Evening.  The assembly will start at 2.30, so I do hope that you can attend.  We do ask that after assembly, you wait in 

the playground to collect your child at the normal time of 3.30.  I also hope that you have had chance to practise the dance 

‘Jerusalema’ and you will join in with the whole school dance!  We have lots of fun activities for you to enjoy during International 

Evening, as well as live music.  We would be very grateful if you could provide a dish for us to share at International Evening.  If you 

are able to, please drop it off at the office during the day of the 15th October, making sure that all ingredients are listed. 

Warmest wishes  

Julie Ireland  

  

 

 

Year 6 –  96% 

Year 5 – 93% 

Y4 – 97.3% 

Year 3 – 97% 

Year 2 – 93% 

Year 1 – 93% 

Reception – 93% 

Well done Year 4!  
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PICTURES OF THE MONTH  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have been really enjoying their learning.  Nursery have been learning to count and reception 

children have been creative with plasticine.  Nursery also enjoyed their very first Bellenden trip to the park.  

Year 2 also visited the park where they collected conkers whilst visiting Peckham Rye totem pole.  Year 4 

enjoyed their Anglo-Saxon immersion day where they enjoyed activities such as weaving.  Year 6 visited 

Hornimans Museum to learn about evolution.  Please follow us on Instagram to see more pictures.  



 

 

Friday 8th  October – “Hello yellow” – children wear yellow to school. 
 
Friday 15th October – International Evening (including a whole school 
assembly at 2.30) 
 
Tuesday 19th October – Year 4 trip to Hornimans Museum  
 
Wednesday 20th October – Year 6 trip to the Tower of London  
 
Friday 22nd October – Break up for half term at 3.30  
 
Monday 1st November – pupils return to school  
 
Wednesday 3rd November – Year 5 trip to Imperial War Museum  
 
Thursday 4th November – Year 2 trip to the National Army Museum  

One of our school priorities this year is to strengthen reading across the school, which 

has been affected by the pandemic.  We want to make Bellenden a reading school 

and we need your help to achieve this.  Please make sure that your child reads at 

home every day, and even if you think your child is a fluent reader, do take some 

time each day to hear them read – this also includes Year 6 pupils!  It is always a 

lovely opportunity to share a book together – and you can check your child’s 

understanding of what they have read by using the VIPERS question types which have 

been sent home.  We will be running sessions for parents to support children with 

their reading later this year, and I do hope that you can attend.  

As already mentioned, class teachers have started to organise trips – and this is 

where we need you!  We are looking for parents who are able to accompany classes 

on a trip – it could be your own child’s class teacher or another class.  Please speak to 

the office or myself if you are able to help out. 

 It is that time of year when jumpers often get left on the playground.  Please make 

sure that your child’s jumper has their name on it – going on just the jumper size 

makes it very difficult for us to find it. 
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